
December's newsletter is made possible by Realtor Talia Freedman & Co. Talia has been one of
our sponsors and supporters from the very beginning and we're so happy that her love of mid-

century modern design and Albuquerque's enclaves of residential modernism led us to her!

As the year winds down, so too do our monthly newsletters. With the
transition into a non-profit organization upon us, we'll be going on hiatus to
manage the administrative to-dos and start-up of Modern Albuquerque 2.0.
We anticipate that our next newsletter will be released in the spring and
along with it we'll announce the dates for Albuquerque's 2020 modernism
event. So don't go anywhere; you don't want to miss the doors that we're
opening! -Thea Have rThea Have r

CIVIC AUDITORIUM PRESENTATION PREVIEW

Since last January, we've been at work
researching the long-demolished Albuquerque
Civic Auditorium. And though our documentary
on the structure was only 7% funded, we took
our resources and turned them into a live
presentation, a talk Thea presented at the
Special Collections Library last month. Since
then, we've updated the presentation with new
visuals and recorded a narrative to accompany
it. The first 10-minutes of the presentation has
been privately uploaded to the YouTube
streaming service as a preview. While it's hardly
the film we wanted to make, it is a step up from
a PowerPoint.

Below you'll find a link to part one, narrated by
Ethan. We'll be making all three parts of the
video public when we've officially become a
non-profit and ask readers to please hold onto
your excitement and refrain from reposting or
sharing the link below so that we can build more

https://www.abq-realty.com/
mailto:modernalbuquerque@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/2y_I-VUwij8


buzz.

Postcard: Nancy Tucker Collection. The video thumbnail is
from the Albuquerque Gravel Products Collection at Historic
Albuquerque Incorporated.

ANTOINE PREDOCK ADDED TO USMODERNIST® ARCHIVE

Residential modernist architectural archive
USModernist® this month added Anto ineAnto ine
PredockPredock  to its online masters gallery. The
gallery is designed to feature every
residential project select architects have
completed. Little is known about the Rust
House, a design of Predock's photographed
by Julius Shulman in 1974, that stood (and
may still) along the west side of the Rio
Grande in Albuquerque. While you're visiting
the site, take a peek at the ir ex tens ivethe ir ex tens ive
d ig ital l ib raryd ig ital l ib rary .

MEET THE INCOMING BOARD OF DIRECTORS

https://www.usmodernist.org/predock.htm
https://www.usmodernist.org/library.htm


In the interests of expanding our efforts as a community organization, we made the decision to
transition Modern Albuquerque from an LLC into a non-profit. We're excited to be working with
new and returning collaborators and mentors in 2020 on a compelling array of initiatives!

ETHAN ARONSONETHAN ARONSON

Co-founder of Modern Albuquerque,
Ethan is a second generation native of
the city with an enormous amount of
respect and awe for the long and vibrant
history of his hometown. He studied
history at Goucher College in Baltimore
and spent several misguided years in
Denver before realizing there really is no
place like home and returning to
Albuquerque in 2012. Throughout the
start-up of Modern Albuquerque, Ethan
has continued to work as a Weekend
Supervisor at the National Museum of
Nuclear Science & History. He hopes to
use his position on the board to assist
the organization through its early non-
profit phase and champion continued
documentation, promotion, and
education about Albuquerque's mid-
century modern architecture (and through
that lens, the city's history and culture as
well).

TED JANKATED JANKA

Founder of the ABQ Mid Mod Home
Tour and one-half of mid-century home
goods retailer CHED Designs at The
Antique Specialty Mall, Ted Janka brings
his design sense to the Modern
Albuquerque board. Ted relocated to the
Duke City from Palm Springs in 2017 and
almost immediately found himself
advocating for an appreciation of the
area's mid-century modern architecture,
something he had done as a previous
representative of the non-profit group
One Palm Springs (Organized
Neighborhoods of Palm Springs). Owner
of a local mid-mod home and a former
interior designer, Ted appreciates the
task of transforming a home to honor its
mid-century history, while also updating
for functionality. Ted's passion and event
experience makes him an obvious
choice to lead our Event Committee.

WILLIAM DODGE, Ph.D.WILLIAM DODGE, Ph.D.

Author of the Mid-Century Modern Architectural Resources
Survey, Bill has spent over 45 years in historical,
anthropological, and archaeological research in support of
historic preservation projects. He has written on a variety of
other topics including: pre-Columbian cultures in the American
Southwest, ethno-historical studies for New Mexico Pueblos,
as well as World War II and Cold War military history. He
received his doctorate in American Studies from the University
of New Mexico.



Bill’s varied career included working as an archaeologist for
the Arizona State Museum and the Pueblo of Zuni, and as a
cultural resources specialist for the Bureau of Indian Affairs and
the Albuquerque Area Indian Health Service. He also worked
in the private sector: as senior cultural historian with Van Citters
Historic Preservation and as a consulting historian to the City of
Albuquerque. Bill has also served on the city's Landmarks and
Urban Conservation Commission.

JESSICA ROYBALJESSICA ROYBAL

Jessica “Jesree” Roybal is a sustainable
building designer with a passion for
community documentation via
photography. She is an advocate for
personal connectivity and placemaking
based on social sharing of information
and experiences. As an aspiring
architect and documentarian, Jessica
says that she was naturally drawn to
Modern Albuquerque’s enthusiasm
towards educating, preserving, and
highlighting our city’s historic
streetscape. Jessica's ability to
showcase the city both on the Instagram
platform and in gallery and event settings
has been an inspiration for the Modern
Albuquerque team.

RICHARD MELNICKRICHARD MELNICK

Richard's background includes
languages and modern design and in
one of his previous lives, he owned a
modern furniture store. Richard is
passionate about modern design in all
its forms, as well as the history of
modernism. Among a myriad of interests
are photography, classic jazz (post-War
through mid-60s) and road trips to scope
out modern architecture. Richard has
lived in several areas with significant
modernist architecture and first got in
touch with us out of interest in
volunteering with photo documentation
efforts. He's also interested in helping
Modern Albuquerque to stage an exhibit.

TWO UPCOMING EXHIBITS AT THE ALBUQUERQUE MUSEUM

PHOTO: City of Albuquerque / Creative Commons 2.0Creative Commons 2.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


Are you looking for things to do during the
winter? The Albuquerque Museum (also
designed by Antoine Predock) will be opening
two exhibits in the weeks to come. On
December 21st, doors will open to Le t theLe t the
Sunshine  In.  Sunshine  In.  The photographs displayed in
this exhibition, taken between 1968 and 1972,
are a rare showcase of street photography from
Albuquerque's recent past, illustrating a city that
has markedly changed. Appearing in them

you'll see a few modernist structures, including at least one that's vanished.

The second exhibit, Dreams Unreal:The  Genes is  o f the  Psychede lic  Rock Poste rDreams Unreal:The  Genes is  o f the  Psychede lic  Rock Poste r,
opens on January 11th and features not only a colorful collection of concert ephemera, but also a
piece of local history: the shirt Jimi Hendrix wore when he performed at the Albuquerque Civic
Auditorium on June 19, 1970! January will be a great month at the museum.

AS THANKS TO YOU!

Some of you that know us socially have either heard tell or tasted the
dense and delicious Black Magic Chocolate Cake. And with the holidays
upon us, we can think of no greater gift than sharing the recipe to this
scrumptious dessert with a secret ingredient sure to stump your guests!
The best part? It's a mid-century recipe that stands up to the most
architectural of baking pans. And no, the secret isn't a gelatin packet.
Found on the Mid-Century Menu, i t' s  sure  to  be  a favo rite  o f your i t' s  sure  to  be  a favo rite  o f your
ho liday guests .ho liday guests .

Photo: Elaine Ashton / Creative Commons 2.0Creative Commons 2.0
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https://www.cabq.gov/culturalservices/albuquerque-museum/exhibitions/let-the-sunshine-in
https://www.cabq.gov/culturalservices/albuquerque-museum/exhibitions/dreams-unreal
http://www.midcenturymenu.com/2015/09/black-magic-chocolate-cake-made-with-condensed-tomato-soup-a-mid-century-recipe-re-run/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/
http://www.instagram.com/modernalbuquerque
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPeeUGJ6nVawN9dbhc2sppg

